Nuclear receptor coactivators: the key to unlock chromatin.
The biological effects of hormones, ranging from organogenesis, metabolism, and proliferation, are transduced through nuclear receptors (NRs). Over the last decade, NRs have been used as a model to study transcriptional control. The conformation of activated NRs is favorable for the recruitment of coactivators, which promote transcriptional activation by directly communicating with chromatin. This review will focus on the function of different classes of coactivators and associated complexes, and on progress in our understanding of gene activation by NRs through chromatin remodeling.